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Acts 13:1-12 
 

FOLLOWING THE MESSAGE 
1) 13:1 The gift of prophecy can be that of foretelling future events, as 

with Agabus (Acts 11:27). More often it is that of speaking an 

inspired word from God for the edification and direction of the 

community. 

 

2) 13:2 The Bible frequently connects fasting with times of vigilant, 

passionate prayer (cf. Nehemiah 1:4; Psalm 35:13; Daniel 9:3; 

Matthew 17:21; Luke 2:37; 5:33; Acts 14:23). 

 

3) Scripture does not command believers to fast. Jesus fasted and 

assumed His followers would do so (Matthew 6:17; Luke 5:33–35). 

 

4) 13:2 Antioch was the first church to witness to the Gentiles in its 

own city. They also seem to be the first church to catch the vision of 

“foreign missions.” 

 

5) 13:2 An important feature in discerning God’s will for the future is 

to do His will in the present. 

 

6) 13:3 Laying on of hands signifies confirmation and unity in an 

upcoming mission (Numbers 8:10). 

 

7) 13:5 In Salamis, the disciples began a pattern that Paul 

perpetuated throughout his career. Where there were local 

synagogues, he began speaking in them first. 

 

8) 13:6 When God’s Kingdom is advancing, satanic opposition is 

unavoidable. 

 

9) 13:7 The proconsul was responsible to investigate the new teaching 

sweeping across Cyprus. 

 

10) 13:8 Elymas the magician was distressed at the possibility of 

meeting with Christ-followers. Christianity was a threat to his 

lucrative way of life. 

 

11) 13:8 Leading someone to an understanding of Jesus is not simply 

an academic exercise. It is all-out war against the forces of hell. 

 

12) 13:11 There is a witness in the judgment: 

 Elymas suffered the judgment that comes from opposing God 

 Sergius Paulus received the power of God unto salvation 

 

13) 13:11 Once again God used a miracle to confirm the authenticity of 

His messengers. 

 

14) 13:12 The stunning miracle that Sergius Paulus witnessed was 

powerful and certainly set his heart in the right direction. But it 

was the teachings about Jesus that brought clarification for him. 

 

GREEK WORDS 
Anthistēmi (anth-is'-tay-mee)—to stand against, oppose :- resist, withstand 
Diastrephō (dee-as-tref'-o) to distort, misinterpret :- pervert, turn away  
Dolos (dol'-os)—lured into, decoy, a trick (bait), wile :- craft, deceit, guile, subtilty 
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