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I. The Backstory 

A. David: From Giant Killer to Philistine Ally 

B. Return to Ziklag 

II. Disaster at Ziklag I Samuel 30:1-7 

A. A Crushing Loss 

B. Two Lessons About Grief 

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those 

who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, 

who have no hope.  II Thessalonians 4:13 

I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 

world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. 

     John 16:33  

C. Why Bad Stuff Happens in the World 

D. Two Alternative Responses to Disaster 

1. Anger, hopelessness and blame 

2. David's Response: "He strengthened himself in God." 

"To strengthen ourselves in God means we remind ourselves of what 

Scripture says about God and His promises, and we bring those truths 

to bear on the situation. Every trial causes opposing voices to ring in the 

ears of the child of God. One is the voice of our circumstances, telling 

us that our situation is hopeless. The other is the voice of faith, telling us 

that our God is sufficient for the trial."    

   Roger Ellsworth, The Shepherd King 

"The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and 

delivers them."    Psalm 34:7 

E. God as David’s Source of Strength 

When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You. In God, whose word I 

praise, In God I have put my trust; I shall not be afraid. What can mere 

man do to me?    Psalm 56:3-4 

I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock and my fortress 

and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, 

and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I call upon the Lord, who is 

worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my enemies.  

     Psalm 18:1-3 

III. God's Direction and Empowerment in Difficult Times I Sam. 30:7-20 

A. Newsflash: A Man Asks for Directions 

B. When God Directs, He Also Empowers and Enables  

IV. Grace Received Becomes Grace Extended I Samuel 30:21-30 

A. David as the Undeserving Beneficiary of God's Grace and Power 

B. God Enabled David to Extend the Grace Received to Others 

C. Compelled by the Love of Christ 

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died 

for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live 

should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and 

was raised again.  II Corinthians 5:14-15 (NIV) 

V. Lessons from Pain: How God Uses Suffering in Our Lives 

A. God Used Ziklag to Reconnect with David and Make Him King 

B. How God uses the pain and hardship in our lives to accomplish 

His larger purposes  

1. God uses our suffering to equip us to help others  

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so 

that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the 

comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  

   II Corinthians 1:3-4 

2. God uses suffering to reveal Christ in us and grow our faith 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 

him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 

   Romans 8:28-29 (NIV) 

"God gives us what we would have asked for if we knew everything that 

He knows."   Tim Keller, Walking Through Pain and Suffering 

God can bring character development and personal growth out of any 

situation. Whether he does so is conditional on people’s willingness to 

submit to his will throughout the process. God is sovereign over every 

life, but those who yield their will to him will be shaped according to his 

purposes. When the Lord is developing someone, all of life is a school. No 

experience, good or bad, is wasted (Romans 8:28). God doesn’t squander 

people’s time. He doesn’t ignore their pain. He brings not only healing, 

but growth out of even the worst experiences. Every relationship can be 

God’s instrument to fashion a person’s character. At times, through our 

most painful experiences, God does his greatest work.”    

  Spiritual Leadership, Henry and Richard Blackaby 



For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we 

experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our 

strength that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had 

received the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on 

ourselves but on God who raises the dead. He delivered us from such a 

deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he 

will deliver us again.   II Cor. 1:8-10 

How we suffer matters to God.  

"All suffering has meaning in your kingdom. Pain and problems are 

opportunities to demonstrate my trust in you."   

   Sarah Young, Jesus Calling 

3. God rescues us in order for us to rescue others held hostage 

to hopelessness and despair 

"I learned that just as many people find God through affliction and 

suffering. They find that adversity moves them toward God rather than 

away. Troubled times awaken them out of their haunted sleep of spiritual 

self-sufficiency into a serious search for the divine. …It is an exaggeration 

to say that no one finds God unless suffering comes into their lives—but 

it is not a big one. When pain and suffering come upon us, we finally see 

not only that we are not in control of our lives but that we never were."

  Tim Keller, Walking Through Pain and Suffering 

God’s Promises of Hope, Peace and Protection 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 

that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

    Romans 15:13 (NIV) 

Do not fear, for I am with you;  

Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you, surely I will help you,  

Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.   
    Isaiah 41:10 NASB 

When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and delivers them out of 

all their troubles. The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the 

crushed in spirit.   Psalm 34:17-18 

C. Bill Sharp’s Story 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ.   Romans 5:1 

D. Called to Be Rescuers 

Rescue those being led away to death; hold back those staggering toward 

slaughter. If you say, “But we knew nothing about this,” does not he who 

weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who guards your life know it? Will 

he not repay everyone according to what they have done?   

   Proverbs 24:11-12 (NIV) 

C.S. Lewis on Suffering in The Problem of Pain 

“If God were good, He would wish to make his creatures perfectly happy and 

if God were almighty He would be able to do what He wished. But the 

creatures are not happy. Therefore, God lacks either goodness, or power, or 

both. This is the problem of pain, in its simplest form.” 

“When we want something other than the thing God wants us to be, we must 

be wanting what, in fact, will not make us happy…We are bidden to ‘put on 

Christ,’ to become like God. That is, whether we like it or not, God intends to 

give us what we need, not what we now think we want. Once more, we are 

embarrassed by the intolerable compliment, but too much love, not too little.” 
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