
 

1. 9:19 We are prone to accept what fits our preconceived ideas of 
right and wrong, justice and injustice, almost exclusively based on 
our life experiences. Consequently, when God takes action, we are 
prone to judge Him by a finite, biased, sin-tainted standard.

2. 9:20-21 Paul’s point is the inappropriateness of the creature talking 
back as though we have sufficient wisdom to judge the Almighty.

3. 9:20-21 To fully understand God we would have to be equal to 
God.

4. 9:20-21 A holy and righteous God is not responsible in the slightest 
way for the sinfulness of His creation (James 1:13).

5. 9:22 God determined to allow sin because it gave opportunity to 
demonstrate His wrath. God is glorified in displaying wrath just as 
surely as in displaying grace.

6. 9:22 God has every right to act in judgment, but by His mercy has 
endured with much patience. He has endured rejection and hatred, 
while allowing time for repentance (Psalm 103:8; 2 Peter 3:9).

7. 9:22 It is not that God makes a human sinful; rather, He leaves 
them in their sin unless they turn to Jesus.

8. 9:22 The preparation for destruction is the work of humans, who 
deteriorate further into sin in spite of knowledge.

9. 9:23 The enormous work God did in salvation puts His glory on 
display before all…angels and mankind (Revelation 5:9-14).

10. 9:23 Faith is my response to what God has revealed. God 
demands that human response to His action of grace.

11. 9:23 That God chooses is not a truth given to frustrate; it is given to 
cause believers to be thankful.

12. 9:23 If we are saved, it is only because of His mercy.
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Thelō (thel'-o)—to determine - be inclined to 
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“Mere human reason can never comprehend how God is good and 
merciful; and therefore you make to yourself a god of your own fancy, 
who hardens nobody, condemns nobody, pities everybody. You cannot 
comprehend how a just God can condemn those who are born in sin, 
and cannot help themselves, but must, by a necessity of their natural 
constitution, continue in sin, and remain children of wrath. The answer 
is, God is incomprehensible throughout, and therefore His justice, as 
well as His other attributes, must be incomprehensible. It is on this very 
ground that St. Paul exclaims, ‘O the depth of the riches of the 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments, and His 
ways past finding out!’” ~Martin Luther, “On the Bondage of the Will” 
1525

“...both of those attributes (wrath and grace) comprise His divine nature 
and character, which are perfectly and permanently self-consistent and 
are worthy of adoration and worship...” ~Dr. John MacArthur


