
1. 4:9 The sense of the Greek word “philia” is the natural affection 
shown between siblings, especially as those who are now siblings 
because they are part of God’s family.

2. 4:10 “How does God cause our love to ‘increase more and more?’ 
By putting us into circumstances that force us to practice Christian 
love. Love is the ‘circulatory system’ of the body of Christ, but if our 
spiritual muscles are not exercised, the circulation is impaired. The 
difficulties that we believers have with one another are 
opportunities for us to grow in our love. This explains why 
Christians who have had the most problems with each other often 
end up loving one another deeply, much to the amazement of the 
world.”  ~Warren Wiersbe

3. 4:11 The Greek word for quietly is the word “hesychazo,” which 
means to be at rest or to be still or to keep quiet. The sense of the 
word is to lead a life free from disruption or commotion.

4. 4:12 “Rather than minding their own affairs, perhaps some in the 
church had a ‘tendency to interfere in the running of the church’ 
though they were not church officers. This could also explain the 
exhortation to ‘respect those … over you in the Lord’ and ‘live in 
peace with each other’ (5:12–13). Or Paul may have written these 
words thinking of the idle busybodies he mentioned in 5:14 and 2 
Thessalonians 3:11–13.” ~D.M. Martin, 1, 2 Thessalonians 
Commentary

5. 4:12 “In either case the focus of the passage is on the congregation 
itself and maintaining peace within it, a peace that would deprive 
outsiders of anything to criticize.” ~D.M. Martin, 1, 2 Thessalonians 
Commentary

6. 4:12 “If this is the case, then these verses are concerned not with 
conflict within the church (e.g., caused by idlers) but with the 
relationship between the church and the society in which it 
operated. The positive side of this coin is then seen in the 
subsequent purpose clause (v. 12), which expressed the goal of 
cultivating the respect of the society in which the church lived and 
sought to minister.”  ~D.M. Martin, 1, 2 Thessalonians Commentary
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