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But we do not want you to be uniformed, brothers, about those who 
are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
1 Thessalonians 4:13 ESV 

Greek for the word hope = Elpis:  hope or expectation. 
Sense of the word – it’s a reasonable and confident expectation of a 
future event. 

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 
1 Thessalonians 4:14 ESV 

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile, and you are still 
in your sins.  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished.  If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all 
people most to be pitied. 
1 Corinthians 15:17-19 ESV 

“The God who raised Jesus will also raise Jesus’ followers. It is 
Jesus’ resurrection that validates the gospel and guarantees the 
believers’ resurrection (cf. 1 Cor 15:17–20).”  
D.M. Martin

“The resurrection has massive implications. Everybody dies. But only 
One had the power to raise Himself from the dead. It is obvious to the 
enemy of our souls that the resurrection is critical. It is the linchpin 
that holds everything together. It is the cornerstone without which the 
building collapses. And that is why I think the resurrection is often 
mocked, scorned, denied, and sometimes just ignored, as if it were 
not of such importance to warrant a deep consideration. But the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is absolutely critical.” 
John McArthur 



 

 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those 
who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 
rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 
will always be with the Lord. 
1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 ESV 
 
Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
1 Thessalonians 4:18 ESV 
 
Application: 

1. Because we have this hope, we don’t grieve like those who 
don’t have the hope of the resurrection. 
1 Thessalonians 4:13  
 

2. Because we have this hope, we live pure lives. 
Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has 
not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we 
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.  And 
everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is 
pure. 
1 John 3:2-3 ESV 
 

3. Because we have this hope, we leverage our life for the sake 
of the gospel. 
“Or to put it another way: the great obstacle to a life of 
sacrificial, risk-taking love for other people is found in 1 
Corinthians 15:32b: "If the dead are not raised, let us eat and 
drink for tomorrow we die." In other words, without a hope for 
resurrection and everlasting joy with Christ we all tend to treat 
this life as a place where we have to squeeze out as much 
pleasure as we can and take as few risks as we can. 
Because there is nothing else.” 
John Piper 
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