
 
  

1. 16:17 It is the nature of Godly love to warn against danger. 
 

2. 16:17 Godly love is always ready to forgive, but it does not ignore 
evil, especially within the church. 
 

3. 16:17 A biblically-grounded church, for which Jesus shed his 
blood, is bonded by His Word and by the power of the indwelling 
Holy Spirit, Who applies the Word and builds the church through 
the Word. 
 

4. 16:17 Those who cause ungodly “dissensions and hindrances” are 
those who promote and practice falsehood regarding the Word. 
 

5. 16:17 Paul was not suggesting we have the right to do physical 
harm to heretics. 
 

6. 16:17 First, we must clarify if false teachers are presenting false 
truth intentionally because they hold to a concept contrary to the 
Truth of Scripture, or if they simply need correction and good 
mentoring (like Apollos in Acts 18:26). 
 

7. 16:17 When exposed to one who embraces heresy (calling it 
Christianity), the right response is not diving into argument, but 
instead turning away and moving on (Acts 19:8-10). 
 

8. 16:17 While it is helpful to have knowledge about what false 
teachers teach, it is very dangerous to overexpose yourself 
(Ephesians 4:14; Acts 20:27; Matthew 7:15-16; 24:24. 
 

9. 16:18 Two reasons to turn away from false teachers:  
 Wrong motives—No matter how sincere false teachers appear, 

they are not genuinely concerned for the cause of Christ; they 
are driven by self-interest (Philippians 3:18-19; 2 Peter 2:1-3). 

 Wrong results—In the name of bringing people closer to God, 
they drive them further from Him (2 Corinthians 11:13-15). 

 

10. 16:18 The biblical love God commands is never to be separated 
from the truth He has revealed. 
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 11. 16:18 Because they pretend to speak for God, the harshest 
judgments in Scripture are reserved for false teachers. 
 

12. 16:19 Not only does obedience protect, but it also reverberates to 
others and encourages them. 
 

13. 16:19 To be innocent is not to be ignorant. The only reliable way 
to recognize evil is to be thoroughly familiar with God’s Word 
(Romans 12:9). 
 

14. 16:20 Those who intentionally spread falsehood about God are 
tools of Satan. 
 

15. 16:20 We need God’s grace to bless us with wisdom to recognize 
false teaching. We need His grace to bless us with patience when 
we are attacked by Satan. 

 

Skandalon (skan’-dal-on)—a trap-stick (bent sapling), snare (cause):- occasion 
to fall (of stumbling), thing that offends, stumblingblock 

Skopeō (skop-eh’-o)—to take aim at (spy) :- consider, take heed, look at (on) 
Hypakoē (hoop-ak-o-ay’)—attentive hearkening, submission: - obedience, 

obey (-ing) 

 


