
 
  

Paul’s 1st Question: How is the church supposed to relate to its 
leaders? 
 
“The minister who thinks his position alone should earn him the 
respect of the church has not read the Scriptures.” ~D. Martin 
 
The word “admonish” in the Greek is from the verb noutheteō. 
 
“That word may simply mean to instruct but normally it also carried 
the implication of exerting a “corrective influence” upon a person who 
is not predisposed to accept the instruction.” ~D. Martin 
 
Paul’s 2nd Question: After someone admonishes you—after you are 
corrected—how are you going to respond? 
 
“The corrections [reproofs ESV] of discipline are the way to life” 
(Proverbs 6:23 NIV). 
 
“And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the 
fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all (1 Thessalonians 
5:14 ESV). 
 
Paul’s 3rd Question: How does the church help each other grow? 
 
The word “unruly” in the Greek means to be “careless or out of line.” 
 
“This word was applied to a soldier who would not keep rank but 
insisted on marching his own way.” ~Warren Wiersbe 
 
“In the Roman assemblies, the weak Christians wouldn’t eat meat, and 
they held to the Jewish system of holy days. They were severe in their 
judgment of the mature saints who enjoyed all foods and all days.” 
~Warren Wiersbe 
ESV). 

 

The Church at Her Best:  Let's be the church 
at her best—Part 1 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 
Joe Testa, College Pastor 
September 1, 2019 
 

 
 

“Lord I Need You” words and music by Christy Nockels, Daniel Carson, Jesse Reeves, 
Kristian Stanfill, and Matt Maher 
© 2011 sixsteps Music | Sweater Weather Music | Thankyou Music | Valley Of Songs Music | 
worshiptogether.com songs 
 
“Christ is Risen” words and music by Matt Maher and Mia Fieldes 
© 2009 spiritandsong.com | Thankyou Music | Be Essential Songs | Upside Down Under 
 
“Build My Life” words and music by Brett Younker, Karl Martin, Kirby Kaple, Matt Redman, and 
Pat Barrett 
© 2016 Martin, Karl Andrew | Kaple Music | Capitol CMG Genesis | Housefires Sounds | Said And 
Done Music | sixsteps Music | Thankyou Music | worshiptogether.com songs | Bethel Music 
Publishing 
 
CCLI #431630 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Paul’s 4th (and Final) Question: How do we respond when we are 
wronged? 
 
“Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in 
the sight of all” (Romans 12:17). 
 
“Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the 
contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a 
blessing” (1 Peter 3:9 ESV). 
 
Self Evaluation 
 Do you want to be aggressively teachable?  Would you be open 

to someone who loves you admonishing and correcting you? 
 If you were corrected, would you be willing to be at peace with 

and to highly esteem that leader in love? 
 Are you willing to be someone who helps disciple someone else 

in this church family? 
 Would you consider paying back evil with blessing and seeking to 

do to everyone? 
 


