
 
  

1. Without John 21, we would be left wondering why Peter became 
so prominent in the book of Acts. 
 

2. 21:3 After experiencing a major failure in his life, Peter wanted to 
go back to something that felt safe…fishing. He returned to his 
former life. 
 

3. 21:5-6 Through failure, God brings us face-to-face with His 
capacity.  
 

4. 21:6 The Creator had directed fish away from the boat during the 
night; He now commanded creation to respond. 
 

5. 21:12 Each of them had failed Jesus in some way.  
 

6. 21:15 God never makes it easy to live in disobedience. 
 

7. 21:15 Jesus did not allow Peter to have false confidence about the 
relationship. It was broken; God initiated the fix.  
 

8. 21:15 Peter had a high opinion of his loyalty and regarded himself 
as the model of love for Jesus. But he had hardly lived up to his own 
definition. Jesus confronted Peter’s own high opinion.  
 

9. 21:15 Peter was fully aware of his failures. Could he claim the 
highest love? 
 

10. 21:15 Jesus called Peter to stop pretending that he was totally 
committed. 
 

11. 21:15-16 When God calls you from something it is always to 
something else. 
 

12. 21:17 A superficial response to a resurrected Jesus will not cut it. 
 

13. 21:17 Facing up to one’s own sin is a traumatic experience. 
 

14. 21:18-19 Peter’s failures were not the end! 
 

15. 21:18 This was the turning point in the restoration of Peter’s 
relationship to Jesus. 
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Grasp the love of God that pursues you and will never let you go 
(Ephesians 3:18-19). 

 
Do not let the sin of your past keep you out. Deal with it and keep 

following Jesus. Begin again! 
 

Katalambano (kat-al-am-ban'-o)—to lay hold of, seize: to take eagerly, possess, 
[apprehend], (over-) take 

Agapaō—[highest love]- implies total commitment; [deliberate assent] 
Phileō (fil-eh'-o)—to be a friend (fond of) :- denotes personal attachment, as a 

sentiment 
Lypeo (loo-peh'-o)—to distress;- grieve, be in heaviness, sorrow (-ful) 

“The difference between success and failure was the width of a boat! We are 
never far from success when we permit Jesus to give the orders.”  
~Dr. Warren Wiersbe 
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