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FOLLOWING THE MESSAGE
1) 8:31 Their belief is not yet saving faith, but is the first step toward it.
They are inclined to understand that what Jesus said is true, but not yet 
prepared to yield full allegiance. This is a dangerous place to be. To 
recognize truth is in Jesus and do nothing about it renders the decision 
meaningless. Even the demons believe.

2) 8:32 The freedom that Jesus is speaking of is multifaceted. There is 
freedom from bondage...but what kind of bondage?

• Satan 2 Corinthians 4:4
• Condemnation Romans 8:1
• Judgment John 3:18
• Spiritual ignorance John 8:12 
• Spiritual death John 8:51
• Sin Romans 6:18

3) These ‘believers’ are already demonstrating an unwillingness to hold to 
Jesus’ teaching (v. 31). Their sense of inherited privilege is so strong they 
cannot acknowledge their own need. 

4) As the Son who rules over God’s house (Hebrews 3:6), Jesus has the 
authority to release those who put their faith in Him. Jesus takes us from 
a position of slavery to one of Sonship/Heir.

5) 8:39 There is a vast discrepancy between their actions and that of their 
heritage. The contrast is sharp: Abraham was not a murderer, but they 
seek to murder Jesus; Abraham obeyed the truth, but they strongly reject 
it; Abraham welcomed God, but they reject Him. (Hebrews 1:1–2)

6) 8:44 The barrage of verbal assaults reaches concussion level as God 
the Son answers his own question. The Jews demonstrate a lack of 
understanding and an inability to hear. Jesus openly calls them children of  
Satan precisely because they want to carry out their father's desires: 
murder and lies.

7) 8:46 Only One would dare to issue this challenge. If He’s not guilty of 
sin, He must be speaking Truth. What grounds did they have for rejecting 
Him? 

8) 8:48 Jesus’ words clearly hit a nerve. The Jews' theological argument 
failed, so they turned to personal abuse. 

9) 8:56 Tension increases because of the way Jesus phrases this: 
• not ‘Your father Abraham rejoiced to see the messianic age’ 

• but ‘Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day’

10) 8:58 Extending the present into the past does not compute in our 
minds, it’s a confusion to the way we think. But the Bible reminds us again 
that God does not fit into the limited perimeter of our minds. 

11) 8:59 That the Jews pick up stones to kill him presupposes that they 
understand His words. The grip of unbelief is so powerful that, in the face 
of irrefutable evidence, they’re unwilling to accept that God is standing in 
front of them.

GREEK TERMS USED TODAY
Ginosko (ghin-oce'-ko)—primary verb; to “know” (absolute):- be aware 
(of), (have) know (-ledge), perceive:- [recognize+, comprehend]
Eleutheroo (el-yoo-ther-o'-o)—to liberate, to exempt (from liability) :- 
deliver, make free
Chōreō (kho-reh'-o)—has no place - to advance:- make progress, to go 
forward

THE HEAVEN TEST 
Every individual has some ground on which they build their hope of 
heaven, some test by which they attempt to determine whether or not 
they hold title to heaven. This test typically varies according to personal 
experience. Everyone is fixing his own standard and drawing the line so 
as to include himself inside the perimeter. They believe they are children 
of God, because-

• They have committed no gross sin—[have kept within the limits 
which society prescribes for moral conduct: is this sufficient to 
prove a true child of God? 

• They approve of the doctrines of religion—[It matters little what 
doctrine] 

In opposition to these ‘tests’ are Jesus' standards, which decide the issue 
beyond all possibility of mistake. Jesus delineates true freedom: 

1) Believe in Him—24 "…unless you believe that I am He…”
2) Continuing in His Word—31 “If you continue in My word…”
3) Know the truth—results in being made free

THEN LIVE IT OUT IN YOUR PHYSICAL LIFE…BECAUSE WHAT YOU 
BELIEVE ABOUT GOD DETERMINES WHAT YOU DO NEXT!
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Genuine faith is noticeable in a person’s life— they’re changed.
Genuine faith consists of 3 elements (common Latin):

• Notitia (knowledge)—the intellectual component of faith; 
involves an understanding of the basic biblical facts 
regarding salvation

• Assensus (assent/subscribe to)—goes one step beyond 
notitia; confidently affirms those facts to be true

• Fiducia (trust)—acts on those facts by personally 
appropriating Jesus as the only hope for salvation

The classic biblical definition in Hebrews 11 embraces all 3 
elements: 

• Notitia—by faith we understand 11:3
• Assensus—faith is the assurance of things hoped for 11:1
• Fiducia—[faith is] the conviction of things not seen 11:1

In saving faith the entire person—Intellect (knowledge), Emotions 
(assent/passion), Will (trust)—embraces Jesus as Savior and Lord.


