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I. Oblivious on the Lodge

II. The Parable of the Sower Mark 4:1-20

A. The Sower, the Seed and the Soil
“I believe we're safe in saying that "the word" refers to truth. God's truth. Truth for 
living. Life-giving words provided for us by the Lord our God. The Scriptures, yes, but 
also the insights, the perspective, and the wisdom that grow in us when the seed takes 
root.”  The Finishing Touch: Becoming God’s Masterpiece, Charles Swindoll

B. Four Types of Soil—Four Different Responses God’s Truth
“…the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.”      II Corinthians 4:4

“Fruit” = Outcomes in our lives that are of eternal value to God.

C. Three Types of Thorns that Keep Us from Fruitfulness (Phil. 4:6-7)
“And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, but 
the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things 
enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.” Mark 4:18-19

“…their fruit does not mature.” Luke 8:14

D. The Good Soil and Fruitfulness
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  
gentleness, self-control;” Galatians 5:22

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10

E. Kidnapped for Christ in Cairo

F. Lessons from the Soil

III. Cultivating Our Hearts for a Bumper Crop

A. Training Trumps Trying
“Train yourself to be godly. For physical training is of some value, but godliness has 
value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.” 
     I Timothy 4:7-8 (NIV)

B. Five Catalysts that Build Our Faith

1. Practical Teaching (“Truth with a handle”)
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is 
like a wise man who built his house on the rock…But everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built 
his house on sand.”   Matthew 7:24,26

2. Private Disciplines (often called “Spiritual Disciplines)

“Spiritual disciplines are to life what calisthenics are to a game. Once the game 
starts, basketball players get no bonus points based on how many free throws 
they shot in practice. The only reason to practice them is to be able to make them 
in a game.”  The Life You’ve Always Wanted, John Ortberg

• Solitude: Carving out “white space” in our routine to meet with God

• Taking in the Word of God: Reading, Meditating, Memorizing
• Prayer: Releasing God’s power in your life and the lives of others

• Journaling: Recording what God teaches you and answered prayers

“Your prayers will never do anything except release God’s power for God’s 
purposes. On the other hand, your prayers will always release God’s power for 
God’s purposes.” Live a Praying Life, Jennifer K. Dean

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are 
the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing.”  John 15:4-5

3. Personal Ministry—inside or outside the church

4. Providential Relationships (Divine Appointments)

5. Pivotal Circumstances (No coincidences for a follower of Christ)

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28

“If someone is convinced that every ‘good and perfect gift’ comes from God, that 
everything belongs to God, and that we are simply managers, then when good 
things happen, those good things won’t be distractions to faith. If an individual 
believes God doesn’t keep bad things from happening to good people, but instead 
uses those things to strengthen faith and draw attention to him, then painful pivotal 
circumstances will be view as opportunities. In the end, they strengthen 
faith.”   Deep and Wide, Andy Stanley

Our responses to pivotal circumstances are part of the life of faith and 
fruitfulness God wants to produce in us—lives that model unconditional 
trust in God, no matter how tough the circumstances.

IV. Decision Time
• In what ways will you “put yourself in the way of the Holy Spirit” in 2014 so 

he can do his transforming work in you?
• Which of the spiritual disciplines will you commit to practice in 2014 to 

become more useful to the Master?
• What personal ministry is God waiting for you to undertake in 2014 so that 

he can equip and empower you for it?
• When will you start?



Ten Steps to Setting Life Goals by Mark Batterson (Draw the Circle)

1. Start with Prayer
If you set goals in the context of prayer, there is a much higher likelihood that your goals will 
glorify God, and if they don’t glorify God, then they aren’t worth setting in the first place. So 
start with prayer.

2. Check your Motives
If you set selfish goals, you’d be better off spiritually if you didn’t accomplish them. That’s 
why you need to check your motives.

3. Think in Categories
My goals are broken in five categories: 1) family 2) influential 3) experiential 4) physical, 
and 5) travel. The obvious omission is a category for spiritual goals, but that is by intention. 
All of my goals have a spiritual dimension to them.

4. Be Specific
If a goal isn’t measurable, you have no way of knowing whether or not you’ve accomplished 
it. Losing weight isn’t a goal if you don’t have a target weight within a target timeline.

5. Write It Down
I have a saying that I repeat to our family and our staff all the time: the shortest pencil is 
longer than the longest memory. If you haven’t written down your goals, you haven’t really 
set them. There is something powerful that happens when you verbalize a goal, whether 
that is in a conversation or in a journal.

6. Include Others
I used to have lots of personal goals, but I have replaced most of them with shared goals. 
Nothing cements a relationship like a shared goal. Goals are relational glue. I’ve discovered 
that when you go after a goal with another person, it doubles your joy.

7. Celebrate Along the Way
When you accomplish a goal, celebrate it. Whenever I write a new book, for example, our 
family celebrates with a special meal on the day the book is released.

8. Dream Big
Your life goal list will include goals that are big and small. It will include goals that are short-
term and long-term. But I have one piece of advice: make sure you have a few big, hairy, 
audacious goals (BHAGs) on the list.

9. Think Long
The sad truth is that most people spend more time planning their summer vacation than 
they do planning the rest of their life. Goal setting is good stewardship. Instead of letting 
things happen, goals help us make things happen. Instead of living out of 
memory, goals help us live out of imagination.

10. Pray Hard
Dreaming is a form of praying and praying is a form of dreaming. The more you dream, the 
more you’ll pray. And the more you pray, the more you’ll dream!
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