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1. 12:38 By the time the scribes and Pharisees asked Jesus to show
them a special sign, their opposition had already turned to hatred.
2. 12:38 This was not an innocent request stemming from curiosity; it
was a set-up, an official demand for Jesus to prove Himself.
3. 12:39 The spiritual leaders of the nation had become so deeply
enmeshed in superficial, self-righteous legalism that they not only
missed the work of God in front of their very eyes, but they also
sought to prevent others from seeing Him as well.
4. 12:39 The people were spiritually adulterous, pursuing a system of
man-made rules and rebelling against God by rejecting Jesus.
5. 12:39 God will not bend Himself to satisfy the impulses of people
who have no relationship to Him.
6. 12:39 God has given all the evidence necessary for belief. The issue
is not evidence; it is hardness of hearts.
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7. 12:40 Two kinds of Old Testament prophecy regarding the future
arrival of the Christ:
• Verbally predictive—specific details and predictions are given
(ex: the Christ would be born of a virgin [Isaiah 7:14], would be a
descendant of David [Jeremiah 23:5], would be born in
Bethlehem [Micah 5:2])
• Typical predictive—a person or event foreshadowed the person
of Christ (ex: Daniel [dedication], Joseph [wrongly held], Moses
[deliverer])
8. 12:40 In declaring Jonah’s experience a type of His own burial and
resurrection, Jesus verified the authenticity of Jonah’s account.
9. 12:40 Jesus’ resurrection after three days was not the sign the
people expected, but it would be infinitely more powerful, more
astonishing, more magnificent than anything anyone had ever seen.
10. 12:41 The wicked people of Ninevah had better spiritual insight
than the Pharisees…a scathing rebuke!

11. 12:41-42 God’s own chosen people turned their backs on Him; for
that, they stand under judgment and the condemnation of former
pagans.
12. 12:42 Jesus had no trouble reaching those on the outer fringe of
society. But it was (and is) very difficult to reach the morally
upright, those under an illusion that outward decency earns them a
place with God (Matthew 23:27, 32).
13. 12:43 This parable is not necessarily a lesson in demonology; rather
the big picture is illustrating the consequence of reform apart from
relationship.
14. 12:43 Waterless places represents desolation and barrenness.
15. 12:44 Self-cleansing, religious behavior, absent of the power and
presence of Jesus, is never permanent…no matter what the
motivation.
16. 12:44 Reform alone cannot fill the massive spiritual void of true
relationship.
17. 12:45 Jesus repeatedly emphasized that mere outward
righteousness is one of the greatest hindrances to the gospel and to
truly following Christ as Lord.

Parabolê—a placing beside, a comparison

