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3:1 All humans have a desire to rebel against authority.
3:1 God is infinitely good, and He values authority. Order only
comes from authority. Authority only comes from God
(Romans 13:1).
3:1 We are to submit to governing authorities unless it puts us at
odds against God Himself. Then we are called to peacefully and
appropriately oppose it.
Go to NHchurch.com to listen to sermons #80 and #81 for further
discussion on Romans 13.
3:2 To malign is to direct evil thoughts and words at someone you
hold in contempt.
3:2 Can you offer peace rather than division? Can you hold your
tongue in order to save or to build up a relationship?
3:2 Do others see leniency and grace in your interactions?
3:3 A fool is someone who lacks knowledge or rejects truth.
3:3 When we become enslaved to our passions and pleasures, they
become all we can think about. They can mutate into addictions
hold a mental and spiritual control over us.
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Verse 3 is all about humanity…about all that we have done. Verse 4
is all about God…about all we have received through Him.
3:4 It can be hard to see God’s goodness in this broken world, but
His love for us can be seen in the fact that He sent Jesus to save us.

“Nobody” words and music by Mark Hall, Bernie Herms, and Matthew West
© 2018 My Refuge Music | Be Essential Songs | Highly Combustible Music | House of Story Music
Publishing | One77 Songs | Remaining portion is unaffiliated

3:5 God did not save us because of our good works, and He did not
save us through our good works.
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3:5 Mercy is kindness or concern expressed for someone in need
(the miserable).
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3:5 You do not have to walk in shame and disgrace because Jesus is
offering life and freedom at the highest level. Let the Spirit renew
you through that (Galatians 4:23).
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3:6 If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, He has given the Holy Spirit
to you abundantly.
3:7 Our hope is according to God, who never lies.
3:8 Why good works? Because God does them, and since we are
now heirs, we are meant to follow after Him.
3:8 Good works lay the groundwork for the Gospel.
3:8 Our good works are only sustainable if they come from the love
Jesus has for us.

“It would be a good contest amongst Christians, one to labor to give no offense,
and the other labor to take none. The best of men are severe to themselves,
tender over others.” ~Richard Sibbes
“Works of righteousness are the fruit of salvation, and the root must come
before the fruit. The Lord saves His people out of clear, unmixed, undiluted
mercy and grace, and for no other reason.” ~C.H. Spurgeon

