
 
  

1. Hypocrisy is to the spiritual realm what greed is to the material 
realm. 
 

2. 12:1 Pharisees were hyper-religious and considered themselves 
the most spiritual of the spiritual; yet money was at the top of their 
priorities (Luke 16:14). 
 

3. 12:14-15 Jesus would not take a legal position over a domestic 
case, but He recognized that there was an underlying issue. 
 

4. 12:15 The human heart is very vulnerable to the false sense that 
having things and being able to be free of worry about tomorrow’s 
finances equals being really alive (John 17:3) 
 

5. 12:18-19 Jesus depicted the farmer as selfish, enjoying his riches 
without thought for his community or concern about God. 
 

6. 12:20 The farmer was not called a fool for being productive. 
 

7. 12:20 A person is either leading a God-oriented life (only through 
Christ) or a life oriented toward possessions. 
 

8. 12:18-20 In the way the farmer used his riches, there was no 
indication of being rich toward God. He kept building bigger barns 
for himself, with no thought of others. 
 

9. 12:19 His plans for his wealth said one thing: “My treasure is me.” 
 

10. 12:20 God only needed to take away the life of this one, and it was 
immediately clear his possessions were of no value to him. 
 

11. 12:20 The materialist’s worst nightmare is that somebody else gets 
it all. 
 

12. 12:21 Jesus asks for a radically reconstructed attitude toward our 
possessions; attitude changes behavior. 
 

13. 12:21 God says that if you are not rich toward Him, then you are 
actually quite poor, no matter how big your bank balance. 
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14. 12:21 What you do with your money shows what you value; it is a 
witness (Luke 12:34). 
 

15. 12:21 Money (success) is dangerous because it can lure us out of 
love for and cherishing God as being worth more than our 
resources. 
 

16. As a biblical community, we give because God is our treasure  
(2 Corinthians 9:7; Philippians 3:8). 

 

Parabolê—a placing beside, a comparison 
Didaskalos (did-as´-kal-os)—an instructor; doctor, master, teacher 

“The movement of your money signifies the movement of your heart.”  
~Dr. John Piper 
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