
 
  

1. 14:26 There is the temptation when we read a difficult passage like 
this to willfully dismiss it. 
 

2. 14:26 The idea here is not psychological hate but a refusal to allow 
something else to take a superior position. Our love for and 
commitment to Christ must be so strong that all other love is like 
hatred in comparison. 
 

3. 14:26 Ancient people used the terms love and hate as a means of 
expressing preference (Malachi 1:2-3; Romans 9:13). 
 

4. 14:27 A “cross” is something we willingly accept as part of God’s 
will for our lives; it is an act of surrender that could mean shame 
and suffering. It identifies us with Christ. 
 

5. 14:28-30 A half-finished building becomes a permanent monument 
to your failure. You want to make sure you can finish what you 
begin. 
 

6. 14:33 We are only stewards of anything God has blessed us with, 
but not truly owners. This makes surrender a whole lot easier. 
 

7. 14:33 Salvation is for all who come by faith, no strings attached. It 
is the free gift of God. 
 

8. 14:33 Discipleship is a lifetime process of picking up the “cross” and 
following Jesus daily. 
 

9. Jesus wants as many saved as possible (Luke 14:23), but He 
cautions us that not all are going to be seated at the table who 
think that they will. While you cannot earn your seat at the table, 
Jesus makes it clear that there is a price to pay when you belong. 
 

10. There are those who can get the truthfulness of the facts right but 
stop short because of the required attitude of surrender. The focus 
and energy of much of the New Testament is spent on our 
attitudes. The attitude God desires is an attitude of commitment, 
made visible by life choices. 
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Are you willing to give up your desires, your ambitions, your dreams 
(and more) and to abandon them to Jesus’ sovereign authority, even to 
the point where it could cost you your life?  Are you willing to say with 
the New Testament writers, “For to me to live is Christ and to die is 
gain” (Philippians 1:21)? 

 
 

Miseo (mis-eh´-o)—by extension, to love less 
Mathētēs (math-ay-tes´)—a learner, student, pupil: disciple 
Apotasso—set apart, take leave of: - give up, say good-bye 
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