
 
  

1. 16:4 The manager’s plan was simple: while still in authority, he 
would hold a “fire sale” on debts. 
 

2. 16:5-7 First-century Jews were forbidden to take interest from 
fellow Jews when lending money (Exodus 22:25; Leviticus 25:36; 
Deuteronomy 23:19). Those who wished to make money on loans 
evaded this by reasoning that the Law was only intended to 
prohibit the exploitation of the poor. 
 

3. 16:5-7 The manager protected his future by calling in the notes and 
having the debtors re-sign new notes so they no longer carried 
excessive interest. He expected their gratitude to express itself by 
taking him in when he had a need. 
 

4. 16:8 The landowner praised the manager because his business plan 
was smart and accomplished the manager’s purposes. 
 

5. 16:8 Both the manager and the landowner acted decisively and 
strategically in a difficult situation. 
 

6. 16:8 The “sons of light” are the servants of God (John 12:36; 
Ephesians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:5). They are well-intentioned but 
often lack wisdom to use what they have as wisely as those of the 
world use their possessions for very different ends. 
 

7. 16:9 God’s people should be as dedicated to living out the Kingdom 
as the sons of this age are in living out their own values. 
 

8. 16:9 One day, the things with which God has blessed you will no 
longer be available; use them now for the Kingdom while you can. 
 

9. 16:9 The temporary can help you prepare for the eternal. 
 

10. 16:10 No matter how few resources you have, be trustworthy. It is 
only as you practice the habit of generosity with the resources you 
do have that you can be trusted with more. 

 
11. 16:10 Faithfulness is no accident. 
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12. 16:11 The money we think we own is not really ours; what we have 
is from God, we are simply stewards (1 Chronicles 29:14). 
 

13. 16:12 As you demonstrate unfaithfulness in the use of your earthly 
resources, you forfeit the opportunity for spiritual blessings. 
 

14. 16:13 Take your choice: God or money…one or the other will have 
your allegiance. 
 

15. 16:13 Where your heart is…that is where you will invest  
(Matthew 6:19-21). 
 
 
 

Oikonomos (oy-kon-om´-os)—a house-distributor - overseer, an employee in 
that capacity; a fiscal agent (treasurer) 
Diaskorpizo (dee-as-kor-pid´-zo)—to dissipate, to separate; specially, to — 
disperse, scatter (abroad), strew, waste 
Phronimos (fron-im´-oce)—prudently: — wisely, well-devised  
 

 

“…[T]here is a world of difference between ‘I applaud the dishonest steward 
because he acted cleverly’ and ‘I applaud the clever steward because he acted 
dishonestly...” ~T.W. Manson   
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