
 
  

1. 16:14 The Pharisees’ hard hearts kept them from hearing Truth and 
from seeing themselves in the story. 
 

2. 16:19 The man’s extravagantly lavish lifestyle made him a hero to 
the money-loving Pharisees. 
 

3. 16:19 In the context of the first-century audience, the rich man was 
clearly right with God. The view of the leaders of Israel was that 
poor people were cursed, and rich people were blessed. 
 

4. 16:20 In the Old Testament, God commanded Israel to address the 
potential for this type of extreme financial disparity by declaring a 
Sabbatical Year and the Year of Jubilee; had the people obeyed 
God’s command concerning wealth, the poorest of the poor would 
have been cared for. 
 

5. 16:20 As far as society was concerned, the poor man was a no-name; 
but God tells us He knew him by name. 
 

6. 16:21 The only attention Lazarus was getting was from dogs waiting 
to eat the scraps from the rich man’s table. 
 

7. 16:21 The man of great wealth showed no interest in what the 
Scriptures say about the care of the poor (Proverbs 19:17, 21:13;  
1 John 3:17). 
 

8. 16:22 Dying was the only thing the two had in common 
 (Proverbs 22:2). 
 

9. 16:22 Death is the beginning of an entirely new existence: 
• For the Christian, death means to be present with the Lord  

(2 Corinthians 5:1-8; Philippians 1:21). 
• For the unbeliever, death means to be put away from God’s 

presence.  
 

10. 16:22-23 The dead are immediately conscious of their eternal 
reward or punishment. 
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11. Hope, in its most basic form, is common to humanity. 
 

12. If not for God’s gift of hope, we would not find our way beyond 
today’s pain (Proverbs 13:12). 
 

13. 16:23 To exist without hope would make for an excruciating 
existence. To remove hope forever would intensify suffering 
exponentially. This is Hell. 
 

14. 16:23 Warning people of reality is the most compassionate, most 
loving, kindest thing you can do. It is what Jesus did. 
 
 
 

Ekmukterizo—to hold up the nose in derision of: — sneering 
Euphraino (yoo-frah´-ee-no)—in a good frame of mind, rejoice: —be (make) 

merry 
Ptochos (pto-khos´)—a beggar (as cringing), -pauper, absolute mendicancy, 

literally -distressed 
Ballo (bal´-lo)—to throw (violent or intense): - cast (out), throw (down), thrust 
Pulon (poo-lone´)—a gate-way of a building or city; a portal or vestibule > 

ornamental gateway to a city or a mansion  
Haides (hah´-dace)—the place (state) of departed souls: — Hell 
 

 

“Death is the great equalizer....” ~Unknown 
 
C.S. Lewis was told about a gravestone that read, "Here lies an atheist—all 
dressed up and no place to go." Lewis quietly replied, "I bet he wishes that were 
so!" 
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