
 
  

1. When people doubt the justice of God (fairness), it is always 
because of perverted views of justice and perverted views of God. 
 

2. 20:2 As we read the scriptures, we find that God has great 
compassion for the exploited (Leviticus 19:13). 
 

3. 20:3 Standing idle does not indicate these people were lazy; it 
merely means they were unemployed. 
 

4. 20:7 This last group worked only one hour.  
 

5. 20:8 It is this unusual order of paying the workers that Jesus used 
to show how a self-serving idea of fairness shapes our view of God.  
 

6. 20:10 At this point, the first shift had no problem with the owner 
because they were convinced that they would be receiving a pay 
raise. 
 

7. 20:11-12 God is “fair” in our minds when the end result serves our 
expectation. 
 

8. 20:13 The problem was not injustice; the problem was jealousy.  
 

9. 20:13 This charge of unfairness is not grounded in a love for justice; 
it is grounded in an assumption that they deserved something to 
which they were not entitled. 
 

10. 20:13-15 The landowner was not obligated to hire them in the first 
place, it was merely an action of grace that they were chosen. 
 

11. Jesus explicitly said the parable is about the Kingdom of Heaven: 
• The vineyard is the Kingdom. 
• The wealthy landowner is God. 
• The denarius is eternal life, which is received because of the 

capacity of the landowner (not implying we can earn eternity). 
• The workday is a person’s lifetime; specifically, a believer’s 

service to Christ. 
 

12. Every person who comes to Jesus receives the same gracious, 
eternal salvation on the same basis of faith in Jesus. 
 

13. The subject of the parable is not personal rewards (crowns), which 
determine the scope of our positional authority in eternity; but 
rather the common privilege of eternal life, which Jesus gives to all 
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13. The subject of the parable is not personal rewards (crowns), which 
determine the scope of our positional authority in eternity; but 
rather the common privilege of eternal life, which Jesus gives to all 
believers. 

Engonguzo (gong-good´-zo)—to grumble: murmur 

“There is a manifest sovereignty observable in the dispensations of God’s grace 
to man. His ways are often unsearchable to us, and even extremely contrary to 
our natural expectations. Moral persons are often left to perish in their sins, 
while the most immoral have been made illustrious monuments of divine 
mercy. And the richest rewards have in many instances been bestowed on 
those, who, according to human apprehensions, appeared the least likely to 
receive them.” ~Charles Simeon, 1832 
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