
 
  

1. 21:23 When Jesus cleared the Temple of the money changers 
(Matthew 21:12), He clearly and forcefully made a public 
demonstration of authority, shattering the “establishment” right in 
front of the eyes of the public. 
 

2. 21:23 The chief priests and elders, who were the guardians of the 
spiritual life of the nation, had the responsibility to ask this 
question. But they feared that Jesus’ authority would threaten 
their own. 
 

3. 21:23 The chief priests and elders did not question that Jesus had 
authority; the power Jesus displayed was so obvious that it had to 
be of supernatural origin. Their questions implied that no one could 
assume authority without their approval. 
 

4. Basic principle of Christian living: We cannot learn new truth if we 
disobey what God has already told us. 
 

5. 21:25 Their concern was not with the truth; their focus was on 
trying to trap Jesus, but in doing so they trapped themselves. 
 

6. 21:25 In pointing them back to John, Jesus was not trying to avoid 
the issue. Had the rulers of the nation received John’s ministry, 
they would have received Jesus. If they would not accept John’s 
authority, they would not accept the authority of Jesus. 
 

7. 21:25-27 When blinded unbelief investigates spiritual truth, it is 
predisposed to reject it; therefore, the presence of the Holy Spirit 
is required. 
 

8. 21:27 Jesus refused to reply as long as they refused to be honest. 
 

9. 21:29-30 Jesus illustrated two contrasting responses to the Gospel 
message: 
• The first son disobeyed but then repented. 
• The second son was a liar, giving the impression of obedience. 
 

10. 21:31 The tax collectors and prostitutes were nearer the Kingdom 
than the chief priests, not because they were more acceptable to 
God, but because they were more ready to acknowledge their need 
for God’s grace.   
 

11. 21:31 Claims to religion do not qualify anyone to enter Heaven; 
and gross sin, when repented, will not keep a person out. 
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11. 21:31 Claims to religion do not qualify anyone to enter Heaven; 
and gross sin, when repented, will not keep a person out. 
 

12. 21:32 John preached a message of repentance. It is the 
precondition for becoming a true follower. Deep down, religious 
posers do not think they have anything of which to repent. 

Exousia (ex-oo-see´-ah)—capacity, competency, or mastery, [delegated 
influence]: — jurisdiction, power, right, strength 

“The most daring rebel, if he truly repent, shall be accepted of God. This is a 
most delightful and encouraging truth to a sincere penitent. It is ascertained 
beyond a doubt from the parable before us: it has been exemplified in 
numberless, and authentic, instances and it shall be realized at this hour to 
those who truly desire it. However open, heinous, or deliberate our offences 
have been, they shall be forgiven.” ~Charles Simeon, 1832 
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