
 
  

1. 1 Peter 3:15 indicates the need for constant readiness to respond. 
 

2. The Bible places an implicit demand on all humanity to respond to 
its content or suffer the consequences (Proverbs 30:5-6; 
Revelation 22:18-19). 
 

3. It is possible to test the accuracy of the Bible through historical and 
scientific discovery. God Himself says that His Word will stand up 
to the test (Psalm 18:30). 
 

YOUR BIBLE IS UNIQUE IN ORIGIN 
4. The Bible never had its origin in human minds, but God spoke 

through humans (2 Peter 1:21). God the Spirit directed the 
recording of all of the authors’ writings, giving them supernatural 
revelation. 
 

5. Your Bible… 
66 books, 40 authors, 3 languages, 3 continents, 1500 years 

…yet there is thematic harmony and consistency throughout with 
no contradiction. 
 

6. The circumstances surrounding the writing of the Bible seem to 
guarantee its fallibility; yet, from Genesis to Revelation, it is 
amazingly consistent. 

 
YOUR BIBLE IS UNIQUE IN SURVIVAL 

7. Compared with other ancient writings, the Bible has more 
manuscript evidence than any ten pieces of classic literature 
combined. 
 

8. The reliability of the Bible should be tested by the same criteria by 
which all historical documents are tested. 
 

9. Three primary factors: 
• The number of existing manuscripts 
• The dating of the manuscripts 
• The proportion of variant readings 
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YOUR BIBLE IS UNIQUE IN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE 
10. The ever-increasing archeological record serves to authenticate 

your Bible. 
 

11. If the Bible is only a book of history, it is not threatening as it 
requires nothing from us. But your Bible teaches absolute truth. 
 

12. Two basic reasons God gave us the infallible Bible: 1) for present 
instruction; 2) for future hope/expectation. 
 

13. Ultimately, it is a work of the Holy Spirit. The same Spirit that 
moved the authors to write what you hold today is the same Spirit 
that uses the written Word to validate that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God. 
 

14. The evidence, both internal and external, provides many 
compelling arguments for why one should believe the Bible. But in 
the end, it is about God convicting and convincing sinners that we 
need Jesus. 
 

15. It is the truth that extends beyond the historical, the truth that 
extends to the eternal that captures our hearts. 
 

16. Why should you be ready to make a defense? 
• Because God’s Word compels you. 
• Because others have legitimate questions. God can use you to 

draw them to Himself. 
• For your own encouragement. 
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Apologia (ap-ol-og-ee’-ah)—a plea (apology):- answer (for self), clearing of self  

"... to be skeptical of the text of the New Testament books is to allow all of 
classical antiquity to slip into obscurity, for no documents of the ancient period 
are as well attested bibliographically as the New Testament." ~Dr. John 
Warwick Montgomery, Professor of Philosophy, Concordia University 
 
"There can be no doubt that archaeology has confirmed the substantial 
historicity of Old Testament tradition." ~Dr. William F. Albright, Ph.D., Johns 
Hopkins University   
 
"The excessive skepticism [regarding the Bible] …stems not from a careful 
evaluation of the available data, but from an enormous predisposition against 
the supernatural." ~Dr. Millar Burrows, Ph.D., Yale University 
 
"Jews preserved it as no other manuscript has ever been preserved.…[T]hey 
kept tab on every letter, syllable, word and paragraph. They had special classes 
of men within their culture whose sole duty was to preserve and transmit these 
documents with practically perfect fidelity…. Who ever counted the letters and 
syllables and words of Plato or Aristotle?” ~Dr. Bernard Ramm, Ph.D.  
 
“It may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever 
controverted a biblical reference.” ~Dr. Nelson Glueck 
 


