
 
  

1. The Resurrection leaves no gray area; you either believe it, or you 
don’t. 
 

2. If you understand the “why” of the Resurrection, you will be 
compelled to speak confidently. 
 

3. According to God’s own Word, in order for mankind to be forgiven 
and restored, a sacrifice was demanded (Genesis 3; Leviticus 17:11; 
Luke 24:26; Galatians 4:4; Hebrews 9:22, 26). 
 

4. Rom 4:25 In order for Jesus’ blood to take away our sins, it could 
not happen only through His death…He also had to be resurrected. 
 

5. We are held in the power of death, but it is impossible for God to be 
held (Acts 2:24). 
 

6. Rom 4:25 Jesus died so you would not have to carry the weight of 
your sin. 
 

7. Deny the resurrection, and you deny the power of God. 
 

8. Rom 4:25 Without Jesus’ death, there would be no basis for 
payment (the price would still have to be paid). Without His 
resurrection, there would be no proof of your redemption. 
 

9. Rom 4:25 Jesus’ resurrection provides a justification I could never 
attain in my own capacity. 
 

10. A dead Jesus would mean the payment was not enough. Jesus’ 
resurrection is the proof of God’s acceptance of Jesus’ sacrifice. 
 

11. If you can disprove the resurrection, you destroy Christianity in 
one blow. But Jesus did rise, and that fact remains unshaken.  
 

12. There is no separation between the significance of Christ’s death 
and His resurrection; they are inseparable. Both are the mighty act 
of God by which we are restored to right relationship with Him. 
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Hilasterion (hil-as-tay’-ree-onz)—an atoning victim, or (special) the lid of the 
Ark (in the Temple):- mercy seat 

Paradidōmi (par-ad-id'-o-mee)—to surrender, bring forth, give (over), put in 
prison 

Dikaiosis (dik-ah'-yo-sis)—acquittal :- justification 

Sewell: The religion you cite in your book is a generally fundamentalist faith of 
various kinds. I’m a liberal Christian, and I don’t take the stories from the 
scripture literally. I don’t believe in the doctrine of atonement (that Jesus 
died for our sins, for example). Do you make any distinction between 
fundamentalist faith and liberal religion? 

Hitchens: I would say that if you don’t believe that Jesus of Nazareth was the 
Christ and Messiah, and that he rose again from the dead and by his sacrifice 
our sins are forgiven, you’re really not in any meaningful sense a Christian. 

~conversation between atheist Christopher Hitchens and Unitarian church 
leader Marilyn Sewell, 2009 
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