
 
  

1. While waiting for the second coming for Jesus Christ, believers are 
told the following:  
• Do not be deceived by those who claim to be Christ  

(Matthew 24:5, 6, 21-23) 
• Do not be alarmed by current events (24:7, 8) 
• Understand that persecution is part of the birth pains  
• Faithfully proclaim the gospel (24:9-13) 
• Always be ready (24:32-37) 
 

2. 24:43 In light of the certainty of Jesus’ return, believers are to live 
as ones who are ready. Constant vigilance is required. 
 

3. 24:43 The generation alive during the “last days” cannot know the 
exact time but will have enough detail because of the signs to be on 
high alert. 
 

4. 24:43 The New Testament often compares the Second Coming of 
Jesus to a thief (Luke 12:35–40; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10; 
Revelation 3:3; 16:15). 
 

5. 24:43 Even in those final days, because of God’s mercy, multitudes 
will be won to Christ (Revelation 7:9-17; Acts 2:21). 
 

6. 24:44 Being ready refers primarily to being spiritually prepared to 
meet Jesus. For non-believers, readiness means salvation; for 
believers, readiness means faithfulness (Luke 12:35; 1 Peter 1:13). 
 

7. 24:45 Every Christian has been given stewardship over their 
talents and time and over the responsibility to advance Christ’s 
Kingdom. We are each expected to be faithful and sensible in 
carrying out our duties.  
 

8. 24:46-47 What we do now—how we respond to His command—
manifests our true character by our behavior. 
 

9. 24:48-49 Not all who profess to belong to the Master are genuine. 
 

10. 24:48-49 Whether or not they acknowledge God, every person is 
held accountable by the Creator for how each one uses what 
they’ve been given. 
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11. 24:50-51 In this case, Jesus did not deal with this servant as Savior, 
but as Judge. 
 

12. 24:51 To a first-century Jew, this imagery carried the unmistakable 
idea of unalterable destruction and death (Exodus 29:17;  
1 Samuel 15:33; Hebrew 11:37). 
 

13. 24:50-51 Jesus’ warning is not simply to inform about the horror 
waiting in Hell, but to use that knowledge as a motive for coming to 
Christ. 
 

14. Why does Jesus wait so long to come again?  
• He allows evil to run its course (Revelation 14:15–16). 
• He waits for all those who will be saved to be saved  

(Romans 11:25; 2 Peter 3:8-9). 
 

15. Because of God’s sovereign purpose and patience, He allows the 
fullness of time for all to repent and to come to Him. 

Hetoimos (het-oy´-mos)—(fitness); adjusted: — prepared, (made) ready 
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