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1.    God considers blood the source of life for His creation. Because blood is life, it alone 
can atone for life. (Genesis 9:4, Deuteronomy 12:23) 

 
2.   When God clothed Adam & Eve with garments made of skin, He established a 

method – the only method – by which guilt & sin would be dealt with. (Genesis 3:21) 
 
3.    The life of an animal could never remove sin because an animal is not a sufficient 

substitute for a human life –an animal is not made in the image of God, only humans 
have that distinction. (Hebrews 10:14) 

 
4.    Jesus not only purifies our conscience, but we also get a promised eternal 

inheritance. (Hebrews 9:13-15)   
  
5.    Jesus’ atoning death was so powerful it was also retroactive. (Romans 3:24-25)  
  
6.   God is patient –where He saw a heart of faith, he passed over the sins until a true 

sacrifice was made. They were credited with what Jesus would do in the future.  
 
7.   Forgiveness is a costly thing – John 3:16 is a reminder that God’s great love for you 

did not lead Him to overlook your sin – it led Him to provide the only possible 
payment for sin! (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

 
8.   God is immeasurably satisfied with Jesus’ blood substitution. We come to the Father 

through Jesus because God is not satisfied with us and our works.  
 
9.   Jesus only had to make one sacrifice & only once – it is finished! (Hebrews 9:26,           

2 Corinthians 5:21) 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. How does better understanding the background of the God-made principle of 'a life 
for a life' help you better understand or appreciate what Jesus did for us and/or your 
own salvation? 
 
2. Is there any area of your life where you are still trying to prove that you are worthy of 
God's forgiveness? 
 
3. Is there any area of your life where you are effectively trying to pay back God's 
sacrifice on your behalf - instead of just humbly accepting the transferred righteousness 
of Jesus' unblemished life and living your now redeemed life for His honor and glory? 

 
 

Kaphar (kaw-far´) [atone]; to cover; to placate or cancel:—appease, (cleanse, disannul, forgive, be merciful, 
pardon, purge (away), (make) reconcile (-liation) 
 
Apolytrōsis (ap-ol-oo'-tro-sis) - the act of paying ransom in full – [riddance] - (specifically) :- deliverance 
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