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1.    The failures of mankind will not stand in the way of God accomplishing His 
purposes.  

 
2.   Abram’s faith has not yet matured to the point where he trusts God no matter the 

circumstances. He hears that the famine had not affected Egypt so he chooses to go 
there until the famine passes.    

 
3.    Because Abram was fearful for his life, he was willing to orchestrate a deception – 

but when we try to bring human solutions to a spiritual problem it will require 
God’s intervention.  (Genesis 12:11-13)   

  
4.    His fear is well founded but his deception places the matriarch of the Jewish nation 

in enormous danger and jeopardizes all the promises of the Abrahamic covenant.  
  
5.    Abram’s lack of faith and lack of knowledge of God’s character takes him away 

from where he’s supposed to be, led him into sin, and demonstrated that he has 
more confidence in his ability to lie than in the protecting power of God.        
(Genesis 12:18-20)   

 
6.    Faith is not based on feeling. True, maturing faith is obedience to the Word of God. 

(Romans 10:17) 
 
7.    God knows what level of faith we have, but we don’t. We don’t have a good gauge 

on how mature, or immature, we really are. The only way to advance in His ‘school 
of faith’ is to be refined through testing and trials.  

  
8.   Genesis 13:8-9 are revealing the heart change in Abram. In humility he tells Lot to 

take what he pleases.    
 
9.   Abram failed the first two tests because he resorted to faith in man’s wisdom 

instead of faith in God’s Word.  He failed the test of circumstances, turns from the 
will of God, and lost his example before his household. When given a 3rd 
opportunity, he passes because he let God take control.  

 



 
 

 

HEBREW WORDS 
 
Kabad (kaw-bad´); to be heavy, (burdensome) :— abounding with, be grievous 
 
Kabad (kaw-bad´); to be heavy, (burden) :— abounding with 
 
 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Where in your journey with Christ have you not walked in faith and trusted God, but 
rather took matters into your own hands? Why did you make that decision? How might 
you now wish you had done it differently? 
 
How do you think God felt about Abram in light of his immature faith response? Do 
you feel or believe that God expects you to respond in perfect trusting faith every time 
and is disappointed in you if you don’t? 
Read Psalm 103 
Based upon what you read here of: 
- God’s character (vs 8-13, 17-18),  
- What He knows about us (vs 14-16), and  
- How He works with us (vs 3-6);  
How might you need to adjust your perspective on that? 
 
It seems that God usually has us in either a learning/building phase or a testing phase. 
Where do you think He has you these days? What aspect of your trust in God do you 
believe is being built or tested? 

 
 

 
 


