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1.    Before God enters into the ‘Abrahamic Covenant’ He allows a series of life lessons 
to perfect and refine Abram’s walk in a way he will soon need in order to become 
the great man of faith history records.   

 
2.   The reward God is speaking of in Genesis 15:1 is not only a reward of resources –

God is saying “you have honored Me, I will more than make up for what you have 
given up.” 

 
3.    The fulfillment of God’s promise to Abram is still 15 years away. God operates on a 

completely different time schedule than we do. (Genesis 15:4-5) 
  
4.    Our God built us and knows we are visual people –whether Abram looks down at 

the dust or up at the stars he’ll be able to recall God’s promise & have confidence. 
(Genesis 15:5) 

  
5.    The faith making Abram righteous isn’t so much believing in God as it is believing 

God. (Genesis 15:6) 
 
6.    Abram is leaning wholly into & on the Promise of God and the God of the Promise. 
 
7.    The nature of a blood covenant is that it’s irreversible. A normal covenant used 

only 1 animal, but this covenant is the most solemn of the 4 forms of blood 
covenant. (Genesis 15:8-11)  

  
8.   While Abram believes he would sign the covenant with God, it was God’s presence 

that arrived and sealed the covenant. Only God participated, functioning as both 
parties. (Genesis 15:12-18)    

 
9.   Abram never signed the covenant, he isn’t capable, God signed and sealed it for 

both of them. The certainty of the covenants God makes is based on who God is 
and His capacity.   

 
10.   God invokes upon Himself the blood penalty. The new covenant established by 

God the Son is dependable whether people accept it or not. He did what man could 
not do. (Matthew 26:26-28)   

 



 
 

 

HEBREW WORDS 
Diathēkē, (dee-ath-ay'-kay); properly a disposition, a contract (especially a devisory will) :- covenant, 

testament. 
 
Na', (naw); a primitive particle of incitement and entreaty 
 
Aman (aw-man'); properly to build up or support; to be permanent; to lean on 
 
Tardemah (tar-day-maw') ; trance:- deep sleep 

 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Where in your journey with Christ have you not walked in faith and trusted God, but 
rather took matters into your own hands? Why did you make that decision? How might 
you now wish you had done it differently? 
 
How do you think God felt about Abram in light of his immature faith response? Do 
you feel or believe that God expects you to respond in perfect trusting faith every time 
and is disappointed in you if you don’t? 
Read Psalm 103 
Based upon what you read here of: 
- God’s character (vs 8-13, 17-18),  
- What He knows about us (vs 14-16), and  
- How He works with us (vs 3-6);  
How might you need to adjust your perspective on that? 
 
It seems that God usually has us in either a learning/building phase or a testing phase. 
Where do you think He has you these days? What aspect of your trust in God do you 
believe is being built or tested? 

 
 

QUOTES 
“I cannot read; I cannot think; I cannot even pray; but I can trust.” ~J. Hudson Taylor – 1900 
 
"If Mati'ilu sins against (this) treaty made under oath by the gods, then, just as this spring lamb, 
brought from its fold, will not return to its fold,… alas, Mati'ilu … will not return to his country"      
745 B.C. 


