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1.   The Bible doesn’t try to hide the fact that followers of God fail. The Scriptures tell 
the truth about people, including God’s people. 

 
2.   When you find yourself scheming to escape problems beware; worse trouble is 

likely ahead. (Gen 20:1)  
 
3.   In verses 3-7, we are reminded of the compassion of God in giving someone time 

to respond and do the right thing.  
  
4.   Abraham’s lie is a reflection of his heart. Abraham believes he must manipulate 

the situation to control the outcome. He moved from confidence to fear. (Gen 
20:11-13) 

  
5.   These things were written to provide an example. God is not just saving souls and 

taking people to heaven. He’s making His followers more like Jesus during our 
time on earth. God desires that we model for a lost world the righteousness He 
calls us to.   

 
6.   God keeps His promises; in His own way and in His own timing. He is true to His 

word in spite of others’ failures.  Abraham and Sarah believed God and God 
honored their faith. (Gen 21)  

 
7.   Isaac represents that which is born of the spirit. A reflection of surrender, 

obedience, and faith.  
 Ishmael represents that which is born of the flesh. A reflection of human effort. 

(Gal 4:28) 
 
8.   Our flesh and spirit are in the same conflict today. We battle between doing the 

things God calls us to and our flesh tripping us up. (Gal 4:28-29)  
  
9.   Abraham’s distress with sending Ishmael away also represents the things we hold 

precious. We cling to issues, hurts, and habits God would have us let go of. (Gen 
21:11-13)   

 
10. When we face decisions, and the Spirit convicts us about an issue it can feel as 

though God is severe and demanding. In reality, He’s been patient and tender all 
along. 

 
 



 
 

 

HEBREW WORDS 

Nabi: “One who speaks on behalf of another” 
 
Dioko: (dee-o´-ko); to pursue, to persecute, follow (after), press forward 
 
Raꜥaꜥ: (raw-ah´); to spoil (literally, by breaking to pieces); figuratively, to make good 
for nothing, afflict, break (down, in pieces), do harm  

 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 
 

QUOTES 

 


