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1.   In Jacob’s situation, since he’s a changed man who walks with God, he will 
personally take the next step toward real reconciliation with the brother he 
swindled. (2 Corinthians 5:17-19) 

 
2.   Instead of acknowledging how cruelly he has treated Jacob & seeking restoration & 

reconciliation, Laban is self-centered. (Genesis 31:42-43) 
 
3.    Jacob is given the opportunity to demonstrate that he’s truly changed and is 

capable of bringing reconciliation because he is about to come face to face with 
Esau after 20 years. 

  
4.    Jacob faced Esau having been transformed, there is no manipulation –just a 

humble, God-honoring saint; but also not afraid to claim the promises of God.  
(Genesis 32:9-12) 

 
5.    Jacob has a lifelong record of contesting others and truly did push the limits with 

God. When Jacob wrestles God, it seems to be intended as a representation of that 
lifetime of wrestling and God gives him a visual – when you fight me, it will cost 
you! (Genesis 32:24-29) 

 
6.    Esau can see that Jacob has learned how to prosper; he has become rich in material 

wealth. Esau now understands that Jacob has learned to care, not just for his 
possessions, but for the people in his charge.  (Genesis 33:5-7) 

 
7.    The fact that we need reconciliation in our world means that something is broken. 

That we need reconciliation with God means our relationship to Him is broken.  
  
8.   All of scripture is a record of God’s reconciling us to Himself.  
             We ran away, but He pursued. 
             We are in darkness, and He sends the Light of the World.  
             We are scattered as lost sheep, He sends the Good Shepherd.  
 



 
 

 

HEBREW WORDS 
Charah (khaw-raw´); to glow warm; burn, be (wax) hot, be incensed, x very wroth 

 

 

 

QUOTES 
 

“…v19 indicates that Rachel stole the Teraphim. The one who had possession of the household gods could 
claim ownership of the family property. Taking the Teraphim was Rachel’s attempt to gain Laban’s property 
for Jacob.  The ‘Code of Hammurabi’ states that whoever has the household gods owns the property.”                   
~ Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum 

 

 
 


