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1.   God is so great He works out His purposes even when people are doing their worst. 
This is predicated on having a relationship with God, then taking on an attitude of 
trust in a sovereign God. 

 
2.   God ordained that Joseph would suffer for a purpose. The larger purpose was Israel 

would be put into Egypt and then God would bring them out and ultimately place 
them in the promised land.  

 
3.    Joseph was sold to Potiphar, who was the chief of the executioners – a seasoned 

military man with power over life and death.  
  
4.    Joseph was a prosperous and successful man, even as a slave. When you are 

faithful to God, He can make you successful even in the worst circumstances. 
(Genesis 39:2-3) 

 
5.    God blessed Potiphar because Potiphar blessed Joseph. This isn’t a story of 

Joseph’s success, but of God’s faithfulness to His promises.                                    
(Genesis 39:5, Proverbs 22:29) 

 
6.    Joseph is approached by Potiphar’s wife after his elevated status – Success made 

Joseph ripe for attack from the enemy.  (Genesis 39:7-9) 
 
7.    Joseph continually refuses Potiphar’s wife, because she’s another man’s wife, he 

doesn’t want to violate the trust with Potiphar, and even if no one finds out, God 
will know.   

  
8.   One command in scripture – Run! If you try to reason with temptation you will 

yield. You can’t fight it, the Spirit of God forcefully commands ‘run’. (2 Timothy 2:22) 
 
9.   God remains silent, even though Joesph is caught in Potiphar’s wife’s trap. 

Sometimes heaven is silent. (Genesis 39:13-19)   
 
10.   God’s delays are not God’s denials. You need an attitude of trust. 
 
11.   When faced with temptation: 

• Do not be gentle with your emotions 
• Do not be confused by the immediate results 
• You are not in bondage to whatever is tempting you  

 



 
 

 

HEBREW WORDS 
 Tabbach, (tab-bawkh'); properly a butcher; hence a life-guardsman (acting as executioner) 

 

Yapheh `ayin 
 

Yapheh (yaw-feh'); beautiful (literal):- + beauty, (fairest one) handsome, sleek 
 

`ayin (ah'-yin) an eye; (as the eye of the landscape):- outward appearance  

pheugo - to run away; to vanish :- escape 

 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

What one event happening in the world are you most concerned or anxious about? What 

is it that makes it so for you? Try to apply some of the truths revealed about God within 

Joseph’s story to this area of concern. Maybe even imagine what good God might possibly 

bring through this situation. How could that change how you view those events? 

 

Mark points out how verse 2 says that “The Lord was with Joseph, so he became a 

successful man.”  

How do you define success in your life? 

 

Many people would say success is achieving their life’s dreams.  

Based on what you know of God from His Word, how do you think He defines a 

successful life? How might you need to reorient your life in order to pursue His 

definition of success? 

 

 


