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But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the 
flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 
1 Peter 2:9-13 
 
Part 1: Who are you? 
7 identity statements: 

1.  You are a chosen race. 
Greek word for chosen:  Eklektos 
It means chosen or elect – select, favorite, picked out 

 
“The description of the church in these verses parallels God’s description of Israel in 
the OT.  In contrast to the disobedient and rebellious nation of Israel, God’s people 
today (you and me) are His chosen and holy nation.  This does not suggest that God is 
through with Israel, for I believe He will fulfill His promises and His covenants and 
establish the promised Kingdom.  But it does mean that the church today is to God and 
the world what Israel was meant to be.” 
Warren Wiersbe 
 

2. You are a royal priest. 
- Every believer has direct access to the presence of God. 
- Every follower of Jesus has a ministry to be engaged in. 
3. You are a holy nation. 
- Our first allegiance is to our citizenship of God’s Kingdom. 
- We are to be a people who point the whole world to the Savior. 
4. You are a people for his own possession. 

For Christ also suffered[a] once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that 
he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 
spirit, 
1 Peter 3:18 

5. You are God’s people. 



 

6. You have received mercy. 
“Mercy is forgiving the sinner and withholding the punishment that is justly 
deserved. Grace is heaping undeserved blessings upon the sinner. In salvation, 
God does not show one without the other. In Christ, the believer experiences 
both mercy and grace.” 
Gotquestions.org 

7. You are aliens and strangers of this world. 
“We are “resident aliens” who have our citizenship in another country – heaven.  Like 
the patriarchs of old, we are temporary in this life, traveling toward the heavenly city.” 

- Warren Wiersbe 

 
“But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,”  

Philippians 3:20 

 
Part 2:  How do we live in light of a life deeply marked by the gospel and our new 
identity in Jesus? 
 
3 commands: 

1. Proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 
Greek word for proclaim: exangellō 

to proclaim or report, to make known. 
 

“It’s simply impossible to preach the Gospel without words. The Gospel is inherently 
verbal, and preaching the Gospel is inherently verbal behavior.” - Duane Liftin, 
president emeritus of Wheaton College 
 

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them? Romans 10:14 
 

2. Abstain from the passions of the flesh which wage war against your soul. 
“Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, 
sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
dissensions, divisions, 21 envy,[a] drunkenness, orgies, and things like these.” 
Galatians 5:19-20 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal.+5%3A18-21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29167a


 

 

 
3. Live honorable among the Gentiles – so when they speak against you as 

evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of 
visitation. 
 

We as Christians blend where we should stand out and we stand out where we should 
blend. 
 
“We seem to want to embrace the world in all the ways we shouldn’t, while avoiding 
engaging the world in all the ways we should.” 
Russell Moore, president of The Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
 
Three areas that need to be addressed: 

1. How we handle ourselves sexually. 
2. How we love our husband or wife. 
3. How we raise our kids. 

 
“Strangers stand out. They do not fit in with the local culture. Their speech, dress, and 
behavior are different. So, it should be with Christians in this life. Too many want to 
blend in. They want their children to fit in to be included and accepted by their peers. 
Yet, this should not be a priority. Rather, we need to be comfortable being different – 
being strangers. We need to instill in our children that it is okay to not fit in instead of 
constantly looking for ways for them to be like others around them.” - Warren Wiersbe 

 
 


