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1.   This severe famine has set the stage for Joseph's brothers to arrive in Egypt, the 
one place in the known world that has food. Only a sovereign God could put all these 
pieces into place. (Genesis 41:56) 

 
2.   God has sent Joseph ahead to be a preserver of life, specifically to preserve Israel 

because of God's bigger plan. (Psalm 105:17-19) 
 
3.    A great drama unfolds: God will restore a divided family and heal wounds that have 

festered for years.   
  
4.    Jacob sends all his sons except Benjamin to Egypt to buy food. (Genesis 42:1-5) 
 
5.    Joseph faces a parade of people, both foreigners and Egyptians, and he watches 

intently to discern their identity. He must have anticipated his own family might 
appear. (Genesis 42:5) 

 
6.    Without realizing they're fulfilling Joseph's 2 prophetic dreams, the brothers 

instinctively bow down before him. (Genesis 42:6-7) 
 
7.    Joseph recognizes his brothers and realizes they don't recognize him. He 

remembers his dreams and knows God's purpose for placing him in this position is 
to preserve. (Genesis 42:8-9) 

  
8.  Joseph will accuse his brothers of being spies three times, but in reality he is 

working them over for information.  
 
9.   After 3 days in prison, the brothers speak about their guilt and shame.            

(Genesis 42:21) 
 
 



 
 

 

HEBREW WORDS 
Chazaq (khaw-zak´) - to fasten upon; to seize, to bind, conquer:— (wax) mighty, prevail 
 
 

Chazaq (khaw-zawk´) -in a bad sense, hard, bold, violent:— harder, hottest, loud, mighty, sore
  
 
Tsarah (tsaw-raw´); tightness - adversity, anguish 

 
 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Where have you been the recipient of grace from someone else (besides God)? 
 
It would seem that God had more in mind than just preserving the lives of Jacob, his 
sons, and their family. In light of what happens in this part of the story, what else do 
you think God might have been wanting to do through Joseph?  
 
What do you think was going on in Joseph’s mind in the midst of his interactions with 
his brothers? What do you think he was hoping to accomplish? 
 
Why do you think Joseph wept in v. 24? 
 
Is there someone who has wounded you deeply? Is there someone you need to 
forgive? How could you start pursuing the possibility of reconciliation? 

 


