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1.   In Joseph's story we see this characteristic of God: God allows those whom He 
loves to go through difficult circumstances in order to accomplish His purposes. 
(Acts 2:23-24) 

 
2.  The sovereign nature of God assures us that while Humans may do the wrong things 

& for the wrong reasons, God is so great that He can use that evil act to accomplish a 
greater and more perfect purpose.  (Psalm 76:10) 

 
3.    God gives very specific assurance that it is His will for Jacob to leave Canaan 

(Genesis 46:2-4): 
• I will make a great nation there. 
• I will go with you to Egypt. 
• I will bring you back to Canaan. 
• Joseph will close your eyes.  

  
4.    Pharaoh promised Joseph's family the best of Egypt, a fertile area called Goshen, 

and Jacob's sons become Pharaoh's official herdsmen.  
 
5.    Pharaoh had greatly exalted and blessed Joseph, and now he is extending the 

blessing to all of Joseph's family and Jacob responds by pronouncing the blessing of 
God upon Pharaoh according to Abrahamic covenant in Genesis 12:3. 

 
6.    Jacob adopts Joseph's 2 sons and they become tribal leaders and will receive an 

inheritance. Following his death, he leaves behind the nucleus of a future great 
nation. (Genesis 48:5-6)  

 
7.    In spite of the gracious way Joseph has spoken to his brothers, they offer 

themselves as servants to earn his forgiveness. This is no different from many 
Christians today, constantly worrying about God's judgment. (Genesis 50:15-18) 

  
8.   We have been given a spectacular picture of Jesus at the beginning of Genesis and 

the very end of Genesis.  
• When God covered Adam and Eve with animal skins, it required death to bring 

their protection. 
• The end of Genesis reminds us of the finished work of Christ 'when Jesus sets 

you free, you are free indeed!" 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

HEBREW WORDS 
Chemah (khay-maw'); heat of temper :- anger, hot displeasure, fury, indignation, poison, rage  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. How are you doing in processing the events at MSU from this past Monday? What 
questions about God has it perhaps brought to the surface that you might be 
struggling with? As you have the opportunity, be sure to discuss your questions with 
someone who can help you with a biblical perspective. 
 
2. We don’t know the full scope of why God allowed this tragedy or what He will 
ultimately do to work it for good, but we know He has been at work since then. 
- If you are able, share a story with someone regarding how you might have seen God 
already at work in taking this evil act and bringing good from it. 
- Take some time to ask God to use this circumstance for good purposes. 
 
3. Mark said that in Genesis 50:17-20 we see how Joseph allows "his theology to eclipse 
his human emotions." 
- Where in your life do you have difficulty in overriding your emotions and instead 
believing what God has revealed to be true? (Perhaps something about God, about 
you, or even about another person?) 
- What can you do to see more clearly “through God’s eyes?” (i.e. What truth do you 
need to regularly remind yourself of? How can you remind yourself to pray more about 
it? Who can you meet with ASAP to help you?) 

 


